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Preface 

The 11
th

 issue of Icoana Credintei (Icon of Faith), International Journal of 

Interdisciplinary Scientific Research (IFIJISR) encompasses a group of articles on various 

themes, dedicated to the areas of Theology, Philosophy, and Religion.  

In this context the committee of corresponding authors for the issue 11, (January, 

2019) of “Icoana Credintei”, invite readers to visit our website to review articles and items of 

interest. The issue starts with a vademecum lecture: “NATION-BUILDING VERSUS NATIONALISM: 

DIFFICULT DILEMMAS FOR THE CHURCH”, delivered by Fr. Archim. Prof. Cyril HOVORUN. The 

article provides a critical approach to the Orthodox editions of nationalism (Greek and 

Russian), which seemingly coheres with the traditional structure of local churches. In the 

Orthodox world, national particularity combined with ecclesial locality, can be either ethnic 

or civilizational. Their incompatibility often leads to conflicts and even wars.  

The next paper belonging to PhD Nicolae PREDA is “THE SO-CALLED PRAYERS OF THE 

KATHISMATA. BRIEF HISTORICAL-LITURGICAL PRESENTATION”. The prayers of the Kathismata 

had different structures depending on the two deterministic liturgical traditions, i.e. from 

Jerusalem and from Constantinople, trying to render some of their characteristic features.  

Researcher PhD Paulo Nuno MARTINS signs the paper: “FATIMA AND THE VALUES OF 

CONTEMPORARY SOCIETY: AN ESSAY”. In this study, the author presents the role of Fatima in 

the context of the values in contemporary society, trying to make the comparison of the 

content of the «Message of Fatima» with some contemporary «Marian Messages» received 

by the “seers” of the like of Marija Pavlovic and Patrícia Talbot.  

 The subsequent paper, signed by Tatyana IVANOVA, bears the title: “NEW THEMES 

IN THE BRANCOVAN AND BULGARIAN REVIVAL ART: ROMANIAN INFLUENCES 

OR COMMON ORIGIN?”. It is an audacious paper tackling the new iconographies: “Christ-

Precious Blood”, “Christ in the chalice”, “Christ’s passions”, “The Protection of the Virgin”, 

“The life of the true monk” and others has answered the question of the title: New Themes in 

the Brancovan and Bulgarian Revival Art: Romanian Influences or Common Origin?  

The next article, belonging to Comparative Religion field, unfolded by Fr. Prof. PhD 

Alexandru-Corneliu ARION is entitled: “THE BUDDHIST CONCEPT OF NIRVĀṆA AND THE VISION 

OF DEIFICATION OR PERFECTION IN CHRISTIANITY”. Nirvāṇa is the goal for which Buddhists 

strive, but attaining to it is not like ‘going to heaven’ as Christians often understand it. The 

state of mokṣa or nirvāṇa is incompatible with the perfection of the human person, in the 

context of Christian deification, which means becoming ever-more Christ-like.   

The next author, Rocco A. ASTORE presents beyond doubt an interesting paper, 

called: “THE PHILOSOPHER-KING AND THE GREAT SAGE: A COMPARISON BETWEEN MARCUS 

AURELIUS’ STOICISM AND CONFUCIUS’ ETHICAL THEORY”. He tries to convince the reader how 

Aurelius’ Stoic conception of arête (virtue) matches, or is the moral equivalent of the ethical 

conduct Confucius expounds in The Analects, specifically, the behaviors associated with 

those who are of the so-called junzi, i.e. people who are of a superior brand.  

Lastly, Rev. Lecturer Assist. Georgian PĂUNOIU signs the paper “FROM ASCESIS TO 

CONTEMPLATION: SCRIPTURE READING, MEDITATION AND PRAYER IN THE WRITINGS OF SAINT 

ISAAC THE SYRIAN”. According to St Isaac, prayer, spiritual meditation and Scripture reading 

are not mere obedience in the spiritual life, but an absolutely necessary experience in 

acquiring holiness, a safe guide for the one who obtains the key to the ineffable divine gifts. 
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